244:   PBINOE VIVIEN AND PRINCESS PLACIDA

he must wait, and after several hours the sixty Hooded and shrouded
figures re-appeared, and conducted him with great ceremony, and
also very very slowly, to a banqueting hall, where they all placed
themselves at a long table. The dishes were arranged down the centre

of it, and with his usual impetuosity the Prince seized the one that
stood in front of him to draw it nearer, but soon found that it was
firmly fixed in its place. Then he looked at his solemn and lugu-
brious neighbours, and saw that each one was supplied with a long